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Woman with a mission
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Neighborhood community garden provides much more than vegetables
By SUSAN JONAS
Garden Club of Danville

“All my hurts,
my garden spade can heal.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

S

ometimes all it takes is one
inspired person to change
a community. Ashley Accord is the single mother of
a 7-year-old son with special
needs. Ashley and her son,
Lukas Jones, live in a small
apartment at Batewood Homes,
the public housing community
on South Second Street. Life can
be a struggle for single women
trying to support their children,
and there are many of them at
Batewood Homes. Often they
feel bored and isolated, staying
in their apartments without a
social life or friends. That was
before Ashley decided to pull
herself out of social withdrawal
and depression and bring her
neighbors with her.
Her sister, Holly Accord, convinced Ashley to get outside
and plant something to keep
herself busy. She started in her
own dooryard. All of the apartments at Batewood are neat
and tidy, but few are as colorful as Ashley’s, except maybe
those of her neighbors, Lee Ann
Russell and Isabelle Wright.
Flowers spill out of pots and
brighten the ground around
their doors, but Ashley had her
eyes on an empty 40 by 40-foot

fenced area nearby. Last year
she presented an idea to the
Danville Housing Authority.
Could we have a community
garden for all the residents?
Officials at the Housing
Authority enthusiastically donated the unused playground
and contributed $60 start-up
money. “They saw how hard we
worked,” Ashley said, “so this
year they added a water spigot
to the nearest building and
they pay our water bills.” The
Boyle County Extension Office
donated seeds, and Ashley’s
sister contributed hoses and a
sprinkler system. Lee Ann Russell convinced local nurseries
to donate starter plants. The
women talked a tree service
into giving them a pile of wood
mulch and they carried stones
from a nearby creek to edge
their planting beds.

Kelcie Russell, daughter of Lee Ann Russell, and Lukas Jones, son of Ashley Accord,
love being outside and helping in the garden.
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Then James Ross from the
Garden Club of Danville got
involved. He tilled the garden,
donated seeds, planted a bed
of strawberries, and brought a
truck-load of goat manure and
an extra compost bin from the
community garden at Jennie
Rogers School.
“We’re all low income,” said
Ashley, “so it’s hard for us to
buy the things we need for the
garden. We work with what is
donated. James is one of the
best resources we have,” she
added. “I don’t think he realizes
how much we appreciate him.”
Ross taught them everything
they know about gardening.
With all the pieces in place,
Ashley went door to door inviting her neighbors to the garden.
Then she visited the Big Brothers Big Sisters Club at Batewood
and recruited eager children.
The kids are the most inspiring part of this story, learning
healthy and positive ways to
burn off energy and contribute
to their community. They come
to the garden happily to plant
and weed, but their favorite activities are watering, harvesting
and eating. They also help the
adults pack baskets, which the
children deliver to elderly and
handicapped residents.
“We give stuff away to anyone who comes to the garden,
whether they work or not,”
said Ashley. Last year, the harvest was so bountiful that she
learned to can, giving away tomato juice and 56 jars of squash
relish. Now, even in winter
Ashley stays in touch with her
neighbors.
What’s in the future? Ashley
wants to involve more kids. She
feels the more children she has
working, the better crops she
has. Maybe it’s the extra help,
or maybe it’s their youthful enthusiasm. She also wants to try

Ashley Accord fought loneliness and depression by making it her mission to start a
community garden at Batewood Homes in Danville. The garden has given her confidence and a new purpose in life.
new vegetables, like the okra
they planted for the first time
this year. Soon, there will be a
new butterfly garden sponsored
by the Garden Club of Danville.
Want to help? First on the
wish list is a secure storage
shed for tools and supplies. The
gardeners also need large plastic storage tubs with lids. Right
now they have one shovel, one
rake and one hoe, which Ashley
found at yard sales. Good new
or used tools would be welcome, some in smaller sizes for Linda Porter and James Ross of the Garthe children. They can always
den Club of Danville plan a new butterfly
use seeds and starter plants,
garden for Batewood Homes.
and would like some organic
1 teaspoon celery seed
pesticides and fungicides. If
1 teaspoon mustard seed
you want to make a much ap¼ teaspoon turmeric
preciated donation of money or
Pour over vegetables, stir.
supplies, call Rachel White at
Put in canning jars leaving
the Danville Housing Authority,
1/2 inch headspace. Remove air
(859) 236-6116.
bubbles by running a rubber
Ashley’s Squash Relish spatula down inside jars. Secure lids.
(Makes 8 quarts)
Place jars in pot large
1 cup bell peppers, red, yelenough to cover jars with
low, green – chopped
water, heat water to boiling
2 cups chopped onions
and boil until lids seal, about
8 cups chopped yellow
10 minutes.
squash
Carefully remove jars, place
1 tablespoon salt
on towels and let sit while
Mix all ingredients and let sit cooling until lids pop.
for 2 hours. Drain off liquid.
In a separate container com- Editor’s note: Always follow approved
safe canning methods, available from canner
bine:
and canning jar manufacturers and other re2 cups apple cider vinegar
sources, such as USDA and pickyourown.org
31/2 cups sugar

Small whistle is whimsical reminder of the past
PERSONAL
EFFECTS
by Jerry Sampson
Jerry Sampson is owner of J. Sampson Antiques, Books
and Appraisals on Harrodsburg’s Main Street. A native
of Mercer County, he has been collecting, writing about,
selling and appraising antiques and collectibles for more
than 20 years. Mr. Sampson has held the designation of
Accredited Senior Appraiser (ASA) in the American Society
of Appraisers since 2009.

To request an appraisal, send clear digital photos, detailed descriptions, measurements and condition to
jsampsonantiques@bellsouth. net. Only one item per
person. Items will be selected on an individual basis
and may or may not appear in print. No coins, money,
stamps weapons or sports memorabilia will be considered. No emailed photos or information will be kept. Information discussed in Personal Effects is not intended
to be a substitute for an in person appraisal of an item.
Exact valuing can come only from actual viewing. Jerry
Sampson, J. Sampson Antiques, Books and Appraisals,
The Advocate-Messenger and its staff and management
cannot be held responsible for misinformation or incorrect estimates. These featured appraisals are intended
for entertainment purposes only and are not valid for
insurance coverage or estate settlement.

QUESTION: Jerry, I was
looking around for something to send you and I
found this old whistle on
the mantle. I know that it’s
not worth much and it’s not
important, but I thought
your readers might enjoy it.
It reads “Farmers National Bank / Strength, Security & Service / Danville
KY / I never will quit whistling for.” It’s wooden and is
about 3.5" long and sounds
very loud. Thanks Jerry.
ANSWER: I love your
little whistle. It’s a great
piece of Danville memorabilia and I think it dates
to the 1910s to the 1920s.
You’re right on one of two
counts. Its not worth much.
However, it is important,
its very important. I preach
on this on a regular basis,
the importance of small,
historic things. We often
overlook the small things
in collecting. We automatically think something has
to be valuable to of importance. Not true.

There is a word that collectors and dealers use,
its called ephemera. The
defi nition for ephemera
is: things that exist or are
used or are enjoyed for
only a short time. You can
apply the word ephemera
to tickets, posters, post
cards, tin cans, banana
stickers, old receipts, spice
boxes and wooden whistles, and of course, the list
goes on and on. It’s only
meant to be there a short
while and then it’s lost or
thrown away. Small items,
like this whistle, offers
the future generations a
glimpse into the past, that
sometimes, a photo or a
piece of written text doesn’t
convey. It’s something tangible, something you can
hold touch feel and hear. It
makes you think, who blew
this whistle or where has it
been all this time?
Do you know that when
George Washing was inaugurated there were
clothing buttons made to

Commonplace items, such as this wooden whistle which probably was a
giveaway from the bank, are tangible reminders yesteryear.
commemorate this momentous occasion? The
buttons have George’s initials in the middle with a
circle of the abbreviations
of the current colonies of
the United States of America. I’m sure at the time,
these were just thought of
as being a trinket or a piece
of ephemera. Today, after
all of these years, they sell
for upwards of $10,000 for
one small button.
But, aside from its monetary value, it is a visible
reminder of a historic
event. A moment that

gives one chills when they
think about it. Commonplace things can have the
same effect on the lover
of history and the scholar.
Museums are fi lled with
commonplace items as well
as valuable art and artifacts.
If I had your little whistle
in my store, I’d not hesitate
to put a price of $10 on it.
Not a kings ransom, but
who knows, maybe in 200
years, someone will look
at and have to wonder who
owned it.
Thanks for sharing it.

